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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

The 2017-2018 school year has officially started and 
students are making adjustments to their new academic 
schedules. Each advancement in grade level allows 
students more freedom to choose academic course 
offerings but brings increased individual responsibilities. 
Please contact your child’s teacher or guidance 
counselor if you have any questions about developing an 
appropriate academic pathway that meets the needs of 
your child’s career goals.   

K-8 Building Project Update
At the end of July, a district and community team
presented a financial overview about the school to
Moody’s (Rating Agency) highlighting our local and
regional economic condition.  The presentation to
Moody’s provided New Bremen Schools with a bond
rating which informs investors about the level of risk in
purchasing the district’s bonds. Moody’s rated the
district as an A1 which is very strong based on the size of
our tax base. The bonds to fund our new K-8 facility sold
in mid-August with a substantial amount being
supported locally.

The next step in the building project process is for the 
district to hire an architect. A request for qualifications 
(job posting) was made in August and seven architecture 
firms submitted applications to be considered. The 
school district and Ohio Facilities Construction 
Commission (OFCC) will review the firms using a rubric 
to create a short-list of candidates to interview. The 
architect selection should be made by the middle of 
October.      

Facility Update 
The district had two insurance claims at the high school 
building during the month of July. The chiller used to 
cool the high school building was damaged by lightning 
and the gym floor sustained damage caused by 
condensation from the air handler above the east end of 
the gym. The two incidents were not directly related, but 
both are a part of an engineering study being conducted  

to make a well-informed decision regarding repairs or 
replacement. The age, cost of repairs, size of the chiller 
unit and location of the air handler (over the main court), 
as well as past issues will all be factored into the decision.  
The building is currently operating on a rental unit and 
temporary repairs have been made to the gym floor.  The 
engineering report should be completed by the October 
board meeting.     

New Bremen Weather Delays 
We recently added a text notification feature to notify 
students and parents about school delays and 
cancellations. This is an addition to our One Call Now 
communication and notifications on the radio and 
television. If you would like to receive a text message 
about delays and cancelation, please text @newbremenw 
to 81010.   

Mr. Jason Schrader 
Superintendent 
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Mrs. Karla Grieshop 

Hello, my name is Karla Grieshop and I 
am honored for the opportunity to be 
the Speech / Language Pathologist for 
New Bremen Schools.  I graduated high 
school from Marion Local, continued my 
education at The Ohio State University, 
where I received my Bachelor’s and 
Master’s Degrees in Speech / Language 
Pathology.  I worked at Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital for a year before 
moving back home.  I continued my 
medical experience at Lima Memorial 
Hospital before beginning 16 years of 
experience between Auglaize County 
Educational Service Center and Darke 
County Educational Service Center.  My 
husband and I live in Minster and have 3 
children, ages 14, 12, and 10.  I am 
excited to continue on with New Bremen 
Schools. 

Mrs. Della Conradi 

Hello, my name is Della Conradi.  I am a 
New Bremen graduate.  For the past 
sixteen years I have happily been 
employed as a nail technician at the 
Hair House in New Bremen where I still 
continue to work.  My husband Michael 
and I reside in New Bremen.  We have 
two children, Sam student at Wright 
State University and Madeline a junior 
at New Bremen High School.  I am 
excited to be part of our community 
and our school system. 

NEW STAFF MEMBERS 
Back to School: 

Safety Tips for Motorists 

Sharing the Road Safely with School Buses 

School buses are one of the safest forms of transportation 
on the road today. In fact, according to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, riding a bus to 
school is 13 times safer than riding in a passenger vehicle 
and 10 times safer than walking to school. The reality of 
school bus safety is that more children are hurt outside 
the bus than inside as passengers. Most of the children 
who lose their lives in bus-related crashes are pedestrians, 
four to seven years old, who are hit by the bus or by 
motorists illegally passing a stopped school bus. For this 
reason, it is necessary to know the proper laws and 
procedures for sharing the road safely with school buses: 

 All 50 states have a law making it illegal to pass a
school bus that is stopped to load or unload children.

 School buses use yellow flashing lights to alert
motorists that they are preparing to stop to load or
unload children.  Red flashing lights and an extended
stop sign arm signals to motorists that the bus is
stopped and children are getting on or off the bus.

 All 50 states require that traffic in both directions stop
on undivided roadways when students are entering or
exiting a school bus.

 While state laws vary on what is required on a divided
roadway, in all cases, traffic behind the school bus
(traveling in the same direction) must stop.

 The area 10 feet around a school bus is where children
are in the most danger of being hit.  Stop your car far
enough from the bus to allow children the necessary
space to safely enter and exit the bus.

 Be alert.  Children are unpredictable.  Children walking
to or from their bus are usually very comfortable with
their surroundings.  This makes them more likely to
take risks, ignore hazards, or fail to look both ways
when crossing the street.

 Never pass a school bus on the right.  It is illegal and
could have tragic consequences.



MICHELE  
BAMBAUER 

1. Please state for us reasons you are interested in serving as
a New Bremen Local School Board Member.
My desire is to give back to the community by ensuring all
children have a high quality education, which prepares them
for life after graduation to be productive citizens.   As a
lifelong resident of New Bremen, I have witnessed the
critical role the school system has played in the development
and growth of our town; being a member of New Bremen
School Board is the way I would like to serve my
community.

2. Are there aspects of your education and experience that
you feel would be beneficial in this position?
Attending New Bremen Schools instilled the gift of being a
lifelong learner, leading me to dedicate my life to the
continuous improvement process within education system.   I
furthered my education by earning a Bachelor’s degree in
Elementary and Special Education and Master’s degree in
Early Childhood Education, both from the University of
Dayton.  I recently received an Educational Specialist
Degree from the University of Toledo.  Throughout my
nineteen-year career in education, I have had the privilege to
lead, teach, observe, and work with nearly 100 schools
throughout the state of Ohio.  I focused on building strong
systems to have a positive impact on the students, their
families, their staff, and the community, while being fiscally
responsible.  Being an educational consultant for the past
four and a half years has allowed me to work within all
levels of the education system (school boards, 
superintendents, building administrators, instructional 
coaches, teachers, classified staff, and paraprofessionals) to 
gain a better understanding of the complexity and successful 
components of a district.   I pride myself in my ability to take 
a conceptual idea and connect it to all aspects of a project.  

3. What is your vision for our students and our school
district?
Analyzing the strengths and determining opportunities for
growth within our school district will ensure every student
receives a high quality education by meeting their unique
and diverse needs.  We give our children the resources and
tools they need to be successful, not only while at New
Bremen School, but for life by honoring the differences
among us.  The district can ensure that the decisions being
made not only meet the needs of the district and stakeholders
today, but also in the future by using data from state and
local academic and climate assessments, financial reports,
and surveys from student, families, staff, and the community.
It starts with our school being the heart of New Bremen, and
by continuing to create new relationships between the school
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and stakeholders to continue to build a strong community. 
My vision is for our school district to create a long-term plan 
that outlines the path of the district; then communicates the 
goals, strategies and action steps to each stakeholder.  This 
would provide a clear understanding of the direction New 
Bremen Local School District is heading.   

4. What characteristics and strengths can you bring to the
board?
As an educational leader, I advocate for the resources,
supports and needs of all students.  By approaching the
position through collaboration and respect of individual’s
perspectives, I base decisions on evidence and data.  Being
an active listener allows me to be responsive to students,
families, staff, and the community and encourage open
dialog.  My greatest asset is as a parent; being able to relate
to the daily challenges that all parents face.  As a school
board member, I am looking forward to celebrate all
successes from academic to athletic and everything in
between.

SHELLY 
BUSSE

1. Please state for us reasons you are interested in serving as
a New Bremen Local School Board Member.
My interest in becoming a New Bremen Local School Board
of Education Member stems from my desire to ensure the
district can provide the highest quality education for all our
children in a fiscally responsible manner.  Good decisions
lead to success.  My goal is for ALL children in the New
Bremen school system to have the best decisions made as it
relates to their education.  It is important to be involved and
give back to the community.  I am encouraged by the
direction the New Bremen School District is taking and
would love to be a part in its continued progress.

2. Are there aspects of your education and experience that
you feel would be beneficial in this position?
In the current role with the Auglaize Mercer Business
Education Alliance, I work to create a bridge between our
businesses workforce efforts and our local school’s
education efforts.  This allow me to gain insights about
education and the needs of the community.  I am involved
with best practices in education which I can share with the
New Bremen administration.  My education includes a
Master of Business Administration.  My business experience
along with my background in leadership and my abilities to
listen, gather the facts, and make sound business decisions
based on those fact will be a strength to the existing board
and provide the opportunities our children need to be
successful in the future.



3. What is your vision for our students and our school
district?
The main goal of the board should be to provide an
atmosphere where we develop our children to the best of
their abilities to enable them to succeed through all of their
years in the district and prepare them for the future.  Each
student is unique, and the school system should understand
the student’s strengths and help the student achieve success
both academically and as a person.  The New Bremen School
BOE will be making important decisions, and I bring a
common sense approach by looking at all facets of an issue.
I promise to meet the challenges head-on and continue to
build on the accomplishments of the New Bremen School
District.

4. What characteristics and strengths can you bring to the
Board?
In the next few years, the New Bremen schools and staff will
be going through a lot of change, and change always has its
challenges.  We must involve everyone in participating and
supporting the goals of our schools.  I have more than 15
years of experience in leadership roles and teaching change
management.  My prior experience on the board is a strength
as I understand the operation of a school system.  All
parents, district personnel, as well as students must be
partners in the endeavor if we are to be successful.  We need
to continue to collaborate and be creative in our vision for
high academic achievement.  I intend to utilize my
experiences and knowledge to work effectively and to serve
our community.

VALERIE  
MUMAW

1. Please state for us reasons you are interested in serving as
a New Bremen Local School Board Member.
I am interested in serving as a member of the school board to
improve the communications between the community and
the members of the school board. Additionally, I believe it is
imperative to evaluate the financial status of the school
system to ensure funds are spent judiciously. I am also
interested in improving the academic achievements of the
students at all ages by evaluating the educational
expectations, standards, goals and progress. This will allow
our students and school to improve the progress of students
who are achieving academically as well as those who are
vulnerable. Further evaluation of these areas will also allow
for a deeper understanding and implementation of
improvements or changes to improve the gaps noted on our
academic state grade card.

-4-

2. Are there aspects of your education and experience that
you feel would be beneficial in this position?
As a dual certified family nurse practitioner and
psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner, I have been
blessed to work closely  with  a variety  of individuals  in
various  economic, educational, and financial situations.
These experiences have provided me with a wealth of
experiences and a broad perspective of various influences
affecting the education of all students. Having worked at a
federally qualified health center, in private practice, and at
a community mental health facility has enabled me to
view ideas, opinions and options in a different
perspective. These exceptional experiences have also
promoted strong communication skills as well as conflict
resolution. Through my experiences, I have refined my
skills of active listening and maintaining an open
perspective with acceptance to change.

3. What is your vision for our students and our school
district?
My vision for the students of our school district is to
promote academic expectations that are not only in line
with the state requirements, but  excels the  students
towards  their  goals post-graduation. If the students are in
line for post-secondary education, whether it be technical
or trade school or a traditional collegiate setting, my goal
is that they are well versed and prepared for the
expectations of the post-secondary educational arena.
Further, my vision of the district is to improve our
competitiveness with academic success and improvements
compared to surrounding districts. It is also my vision to
promote and ensure there is a strong basis for positive
reinforcement and prevention to improve social and
academic skills. Through my experiences, I have
witnessed first-hand the outstanding impact positive
feedback and prevention has on social interactions,
behaviors, and academic outcomes. While we are
fortunate to have a small community and school, we must
also recognize the importance of offering interventions for
students from all walks of life and situations.

4. What characteristics and strengths can you bring to the
board?
As previously mentioned, I have strong communication
skills, which is essential in receiving and disseminating
information. I also have a willingness to learn from
others, which provides opportunities for growth,
knowledge, and changes in perspective that otherwise
may not occur. I am an advocate for active listening and
open to and support educated debate prior to rendering a
decision. Recognition of my own limitations demonstrates
my openness and willingness to formulate decisions based
on solid information. Additionally, I work hard to resolve
conflicts in a manner that is conducive to all parties while
addressing the underlying cause of the conflict.
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STEVE  
VONDERHAAR

1. Please state for us reasons you are interested in serving as
a New Bremen Local School Board Member.
I  am  interested  in  serving  as a New Bremen School Board
Member for three primary reasons:
1. To work as hard as possible with the school administration
to   maximize   the   student   experience  at  NBHS.      Each
decision  and  dollar  approved  by  the  Board  should  be  in
terms  of  whether  it  improves  the  student  experience.    I
believe  that  I  can bring  a fresh  perspective and  insight  to
the   Board   gained  from  a  variety  of  public  and   private
school experiences with our children.
2. To  leverage  my  professional  background  to support  an
efficient,  cost effective  project to  build the new K-8 school,
protect  our  community's significant investment in the future
and  work  to  ensure  the  new  school  and  the  surrounding
community co-exist in a mutually beneficial way.
3. To  collaborate  with   other   Board   members,   School
Administration, Village leaders and Community influencers
to  address the significant annual  operating fund shortfall of
over $1 million per year starting in 2018 in the School's Five
Year  Forecast  while  continuing to  deliver  on  the  School
Districts mission and vision for our students.

2. Are there aspects of your education and experience that
you feel would be beneficial in this position?
We moved to New Bremen in September 2016 following my
early retirement after 33 years as a finance, accounting and
audit executive with The Coca-Cola Company and Ernst &
Young.  My most recent role as Senior Vice President &
Controller for Coca-Cola North America included managing
the capital spending budget, approving new construction
projects and fixed asset purchases, and controlling annual
operating expenses.  I worked on a number of  diverse teams
and committees to manage projects and find solutions to
business issues.  I also had the opportunity to interact with
the Company's Board of Directors. I am a native of
Cincinnati, graduated from Miami University in 1982 and
am a CPA in Ohio and Georgia.

3. What is your vision for our students and our school
district?
My vision for our students is that they are both active
participants in and recipients of a challenging, well rounded
educational and life experience from K-12 that inspires and
supports them to be the best they can be after graduation. For
the school district, my vision is a high achieving, well
respected and fiscally responsible district where parents want
to send their children, where students desire to attend and
where highly qualified teachers, administrators and coaches
want to work.

-5-

4. What characteristics and strengths can you bring to the
board?
I believe that my finance and accounting strengths and
executive leadership experience can provide value to the
Board and the District over the coming years. I feel several
key characteristics have contributed to bring me to this point:
(1) the ability to work collaboratively with diverse people
and groups; (2) effective problem solving skills to provide
ideas and solutions to address challenges and find
opportunities; (3) strong interpersonal and communication
skills; and (4) unwavering integrity in all matters with a goal
to do what is best for the organization.

SUZANNE 
WELLS

1. Please state for us reasons you are interested in serving as
a New Bremen Local School Board Member.
I became interested in serving as a School Board member
after serving on the Levy Committee.  I found that I had a
passion for the New Bremen school district and would like to
be part of the team whose focus is to provide a highly
effective learning environment for our young people.

2. Are there aspects of your education and experience that
you feel would be beneficial in this position?
I graduated from the University of Findlay with a degree in
accounting and minor in finance.  After graduating, I worked
for a large accounting firm, Coopers & Lybrand in Columbus
and then moved to Central Benefits Insurance Company.
When I met my husband, I wanted to get back to the area and
became CFO at Miami Mutual in Troy and then passed the
CPA exam in May of 2004.  While working at Miami, I
gained experience in leadership and finance.  Miami Mutual
later affiliated with Celina Insurance Group where I work
part-time as an Operations Analyst reporting to the CFO.  I
have worked on several projects within various departments,
keeping focus on what is best for the business.

3. What is your vision for our students and our school
district?
My vision is to provide the best possible education for the
young people of New Bremen, keeping cost in mind to
balance what is best for the students and taxpayers.  It is my
vision to give our students the education and experiences to
prepare them with the skills and confidence to succeed at
anything they wish after graduating from New Bremen
Schools.
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SUZANNE WELLS (Continued) 

4. What characteristics and strengths can you bring to the
board?
My strongest skill set is being part of a diverse team to
accomplish a goal.  I have led several projects that have been
successful in providing cost efficiencies as well as business
analytics to make sound decisions.  This experience would
provide value to the board.  I have also developed various
relationships within the New Bremen community, which I
feel would enable me to maintain an understanding of the
community’s viewpoint, regarding decisions made for the
school district.

Grades K - 8 

New Bremen Elementary and Middle School has had a 
great start to the 2017-2018 school year!  The mild 
temperatures has helped in making a smooth transition 
back to school for our students. We welcomed 527 
students in grades K-8 with the same teaching staff from 
last school year.  This year I am looking forward to serving 
as the K-8 Principal at New Bremen.   

Grades K-4 
During the months of September and October, many 
students will be involved in testing in the elementary 
grades.  Kindergarten students participate in the KRA 
(Kindergarten Readiness Assessment) evaluation in 
September.  This is a state evaluation tool that determines 
students’ readiness for the kindergarten curriculum.  
Students in grades 1-3 are assessed using the State reading 
diagnostic assessment.  This assessment is given as a 
requirement of The Third Grade Reading Guarantee.  
These results assist us in knowing if students are on track 
to be reading on grade level by the end of the year.  These 
results also help us determine our intervention needs.  
Second and fourth grade students will be taking the Terra 
Nova achievement test and the In View cognitive test 
during the beginning of October.  These assessments are 
used in identifying students for gifted services.  

8th Grade Washington D.C. Trip 
This year’s eighth grade class will be taking their 
Washington D.C. trip the week of October 16.  We have 
approximately 60 students and 27 chaperones going on 
the trip this year.  Pictures of students on the trip will be 
posted on the school Facebook page and the ES/MS 
Twitter page. 
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Veteran’s Day Assembly 
During the month of October, our seventh and eighth 
grade student leaders will be sending out invitations to 
veterans regarding our annual assembly which will be held 
on Friday, November 10.  Please notify us of any names 
and addresses of veterans you would like us to invite.  It is 
an honor for our students to recognize those who served 
our country. 

Fall Sports Participants and Band Members 

8th Grade Football Players:  Nick Alig, Trevor Bergman, 
Reece Busse, Owen Gabel, Bobby Good, Warren Gregg, 
Cole Hamberg, Vincent Hulse, Branxton Krauss, Mason 
Kuck, Kyle Leichliter, Andrew McNaughton, Colten 
Muether, Caden Puthoff, Nathan Rindler, Philip ‘Tate’ 
Roetgerman, Braeden Suchland, Elijah Tangeman, Blake 
Terpstra, Trey Thomas, Ben Wells, Grant Wilker, and 
Xavier Wyatt 

7th Grade Football Players:  Dylan Bambauer, Carter 
Elking, Evan Eyink, Wokelle Googeg, Alex Homan, Dave 
Homan, Troy Homan, Dylan Kremer, Maverick Nelson, 
Gavin Pleiman, Aaron Poeppelman, Ben Sailer, Hunter 
Schaefer, Gavin Schrader, Gavin Skinner, Marcus 
Speelman, Blake Suchland, Logan Topp, and Ethan Yingling 

8th Grade Football Cheerleaders: Sami Hemmelgarn, 
Madeline Nieport, Kieysha Rismiller, and Kanyen Sexton 

7th Grade Football Cheerleaders: Kylie Arling, Natalie 
Gregg, Brooklyn Kremer, Maryssa Warnecke, McKenzie 
Waterman, and Alysa Wissman 

8th Grade Volleyball Players:  Chloe Bornhorst, Mara 
Brackman, Janelle Hagan, Olivia Hall, Gabi Heckman, Lydia 
Heckman, Lily Lennartz, Kyla Stachler, Ellie Tangeman, 
Hayley This, and Grace Wilker 

7th Grade Volleyball Players:  Molly Dues, Allison Hayes, 
Lauren Homan, Ella Pape, Rianna Paul, Abi Powers, Megan 
Reinhart, Megan Ritter, Mia Schmitmeyer, and Olivia 
Schwartz 

8th Grade Girls Cross Country:  Journey Boyle, Olivia 
Grillot, Emma Krieg, and Mallory Messick 

7th Grade Girls Cross Country:  Lillian Rindler, Chandee 
Suchland, and Bridget Wilson 

7th Grade Boys Cross Country:  Patrick Bernhold, Cole 
Powers, Ray Soldini, Gavin Spragg, and Jonathan Zimpfer 



8th Grade Band:  Katie Fleming, Janelle Hagan, Olivia Hall, 
Sami Hemmelgarn, Candace Homan, Catherine Langhals, 
Caden Marsee, Madeline Nieport, Lauren Paul, Kieysha 
Rismiller, Victoria Solorzano, Hayley This, Riley Trentman, 
Jared Weigandt, Jordan Weigandt, and Grant Wilker 

7th Grade Band:  Kylie Arling, Patrick Bernhold, Aiden 
Cox, Molly Dues, Kai Eastham, Luke Garman, Aidan Grant, 
Natalie Gregg, Jim Hemmelgarn, Lauren Homan, Anni Jiang, 
Brooklyn Kremer, Dylan Kremer, Matthew Longfellow, 
Karrisa Marino, Maverick Nelson, Cole Powers, Lillian 
Rindler, Megan Ritter, Jason Schroer, Olivia Schwartz, 
Gavin Skinner, Ray Soldini, Gavin Spragg, Alexandra 
Steinke, Chandee Suchland, Journey Suchland, Grace 
Tebbe, Zachary Timmerman, Maryssa Warnecke, and 
Jonathan Zimpfer 

I am looking forward to another great year at New Bremen 
Elementary and Middle School! 

Mrs. Diane Kramer 
K-8 Principal

It feels good to be back and see all of the students smiling 
faces! We are excited for a new year with so many new 
experiences ahead. Our focus at the K-8 building continues 
to be on developing leadership and grit. Our character 
education program for K-4 students will be centered on the 
7 Habits of Happy Kids. Students will participate in specific 
lessons based on these habits weekly, facilitated by Mr. 
Chad Wells, Mrs. Shelley This, and myself.  

Each month a student from each grade K-4 will be selected 
who exemplifies the current habit. These students will be 
awarded a pizza party courtesy of Bolly’s. Students in 
grades 5-8 will also have an opportunity to be recognized. 
The Cardinal Way Award will be given to two students from 
each grade level that are caught displaying grit, building 
relationships, or influencing others in a positive manner. 
These students will receive lunch, from a local 
restaurant, provided by the principal. 

The habits for the first half of the year are as follows: 

   August/September    Habit 1 -  Be Proactive 
   October    Habit 2 -  Begin with the End in 

 Mind 
   November/December    Habit 3 -  Put First Things First 
   January    Habit 4 -  Think Win-Win 

The new school year also signals the beginning of another 
year of assessments. Testing is completed to gauge student 
achievement throughout the year. Results from each 
assessment are used by teachers to target areas of deficit 
and monitor growth. The Ohio Department of Education 
will continue to require our students to take the Ohio State 
Tests in the Spring which consist of English Language Arts, 
Math, and Science. The Social Studies assessment has been 
discontinued for this year. The State is also requiring that 
all tests be taken online again this year. Because of this, 
teachers will continue to focus on building typing and 
computer skills.  

The following assessments will be given in the Fall: 

KG   Kindergarten Readiness Assessment 
1st- 3rd   Ohio Diagnostic Assessments 
2nd + 4th  Terra Nova, Third Edition InView 
3rd   Ohio English Language Arts Test 
K-8   STAR Assessments 

   Mrs. Lauren Link 
School Psychologist 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 

The first grade classes are off to a great start!  In reading, 
we have been working with the short  vowel sounds, 
plurals, “r” blends and “s” blends. In addition, we have 
been studying double final consonants, “l” blends, and 
learning a variety of new words.  September brings our 
annual study of apples and Johnny Appleseed. We read 
stories about John Chapman and eat delicious apple treats. 
Teddy Bear Day is a fun part of October. We study 
Theodore Roosevelt and how the Teddy Bear came to be 
named after him. The children are allowed to bring their 
Teddy Bears to school for a Teddy Bear Picnic. We are 
looking forward to other fun experiences throughout the 
rest of our first grade year! 

Mrs. Melinda Clark 
Mrs Judy Heitkamp 

Ms. Barb Sims 
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THIRD GRADE NEWS 

Welcome back to another amazing year in third grade.  
The third grade teachers and students are off to a great 
start already. In reading, we have started our first unit, 
“Learning from Stories.” The students are enjoying reading 
fables and fantasies and learning new skills. We are 
developing routines with the math series and are looking 
forward to using the resources and manipulatives that 
came with the curriculum. We are starting our year in 
science by studying and investigating different types of 
matter and how they change. The third graders are 
enjoying some fun experiments. In social studies, the 
students are again starting the Flat Stanley project. Letters 
have been addressed and are being sent all around the 
world. We are looking forward to hearing all about his 
travels. Studying maps, geography, transportation, and 
communities are some of the skills focused on in third 
grade. Cursive writing will be introduced this year, which 
the students are very excited about! The students and 
teachers are looking forward to another great year! 

We would like to give a special welcome to the new third 
graders, Aaden Homan, Paeton Marsee, and Quentin Frick.  
Welcome to New Bremen! 

Mrs. Christy Bertke 
Mrs. Molly Rush 

Mrs. Jenny Perryman 
Mrs. Kelly Wilker 

FIFTH GRADE 
NEWS 

Welcome back! Fifth grade is off to a great start, with 
students adjusting to their new fifth grade routine and 
their new teachers. Many of the students are enjoying the 
new opportunity to participate in band, with 42 of 57 
students picking up a new instrument.   The Bird’s Eye 
middle school newspaper is currently under production, 
with fifth and sixth graders handling the duties. The 
students have begun developing grit, teamwork, and 
perseverance, a main focus in fifth grade.  

Students are diving into place value, multi-digit 
multiplication, and using the order of operations in math. 
In Language Arts, the students began reading Wonder by 
R.J. Palacio to examine character traits in texts, started 
creating their own grammar notebook, and refreshing 
their writing skills. In science the students have been 
outside exploring the biotic and abiotic characteristics of 
the ecosystems around them. They have been using many 
science tools to make these discoveries. 

The fifth graders are looking forward to a three-day field 
trip to Brukner Nature Center. They will be exposed to 
cross-curricular learning while being engaged in hands-on 
environmental science activities. Check out these fifth 
grade adventures on our website and New Bremen 
Schools’ Facebook page.  

Mrs. Tess Moeller 
Mrs. Tracy Steinke 

Mrs. Kate Timmerman 
Mrs. Stephanie Elking 

Mrs. Andrea Quellhorst 

K-6 TECHNOLOGY

Welcome back! It has been a great start to the school 
year in the K-6 computer lab. The students have been 
outstanding, and we have been accomplishing a variety of 
tasks throughout the K-6 levels from Star Reading / Math 
Assessments, logging on to the network, mouse skills, key 
boarding, Microsoft 365 email, and Lessons on Safe 
Online Surfing: FBI Cyber Surf Islands. 

In upcoming weeks, the kindergarten classes will be 
focusing on developing mouse skills and learning to 
navigate the internet. The first, second, third, and fourth 
grade classes will be introduced to beginning keyboarding 
skills and focusing on various projects. The fifth and sixth 
grade classes will be working on improving their key 
boarding skills, working with and using Microsoft 365 
Email and One Drive.  All the while, during lessons we will 
be promoting character education. 

Go Cardinals 

Mr. Chad Wells 
K-6 Technology
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NEWS IN ELEMENTARY MUSIC 

The beginning of the school year is always such an exciting 
time!  As I prepped my classroom for my fourth year of 
teaching at New Bremen Elementary School, I found myself 
feeling overwhelmingly thankful to have the privilege to teach 
in a community where music education is valued and in a 
place where I know my students are eager to participate and 
learn.   

We are off to a fantastic start!  I have enjoyed hearing the 
stories about the children’s summer adventures while we 
transition back into school routines.  One of my goals this year 
is to lay a more solid groundwork in music literacy (e.g., read, 
write, think, and share music concepts) for all students by 
providing a better balance of activities in singing, playing 
instruments, note reading, music writing, improvisation, 
music composition, music listening, music history, movement, 
and dance.  What this means is that there will be an increase 
in the amount of reading and writing students will be doing 
during music class so that they may begin to make stronger 
connections between the sounds that they hear/play and the 
music symbols that match. 

There are also some exciting events happening in Elementary 
General Music this year!  Please mark your calendars for: 

November 10 . . . . . . .  3rd Grade Choir participation in 
our school Veteran’s Day Assembly 

December 7 . . . . . . . . 2nd Grade Christmas Program 
March 15 . . . . . . . . . . 4th Grade Spring Program 

I look forward to seeing you at our school’s events 
throughout the year! 

Ms. Holly Smith 
Elementary General Music K-5 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
AND HEALTH 

Good day! Once again this year, the junior high and high 
school physical education classes are using pedometers in 
class to measure daily participation levels.  Junior high health 
classes will focus on physical health aspects this year and the 
high school will be expanding upon topics from the junior high 
as well as different speakers providing information about new 
state mandates of CPR and organ and tissue donation.  The 
fifth and sixth grade P.E. classes are changing their rotation of 
specials this year.  Instead of the 3 week rotations, as in years 
past, we are rotating every 3 days by homeroom.  This will be 
a bit of an adjustment for the sixth grade after last year.  The 
fifth grade though should be used to this as it was the rotation 
schedule for specials in K-4.  Looking forward to a great school 
year! 

Mr. Josh Bowersock 
5-12 P.E. and Health

SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE 
INTERVENTION 

I am excited to begin my second year at New Bremen Middle 
School.  In reading class, students will be exploring The 
Lightning Thief Series, Holes, Maniac Magee, The Hunger 
Games Trilogy, and The Maze Runner. In order to enhance our 
understanding of these texts, the class will incorporate 
lessons focused on plot diagram, character analysis, and 
theme.  Students will become proficient at identifying the 
elements of exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, 
and resolution while reading fictional texts.  Along the lines of 
writing, reading class will incorporate “Hamburger” writing 
structure.  This will help students create paragraphs with 
appropriate flow and textual evidence.   

Math will continue to utilize the GO Math series books.  
Seventh graders will continue work on pre-algebra concepts 
while eighth graders begin tackling algebra. 

Go Cards! 
Mr. Bill Evans 

Intervention Specialist, 
Assistant Football Coach 

The eighth grade English class is off to a good start with our 
first quarter as we work to build strong foundations for the 
rest of the year.  

On the writing front, the eighth graders will be tackling the 
five paragraph essay. In so doing, they’ll practice and master 
the basic structure of an essay, internalizing the principles of 
essay writing that will undergird all other writing assignments 
this year and throughout their academic writing careers.  

Our literature focus this quarter is on The Diary of Anne 
Frank. As students study Anne Frank, they will read the award-
winning drama by Goodrich and Hackett in its entirety, 
accompanied by sections out of Anne’s actual diary. We’ll also 
view and analyze the film, considering how each version of 
the story shapes our experience of it.  

To reinforce this content, students’ independent reading will 
culminate in a project in which they analyze the extent to 
which a filmed version of a novel is faithful to the original 
text. Students will read their chosen novels carefully, then, 
after watching the film versions, will spot similarities and 
differences, considering the significance of story elements like 
characterization and theme in the impact of the narrative. 
Students will also get to try their hands at some film analysis, 
breaking down the techniques filmmakers use to impact their 
audiences.  

Mrs. Lindsay Mauch 
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SEVENTH AND EIGHTH GRADE 
SCIENCE NEWS 

Welcome Back!!! I am so excited to start another school year 
and mold the minds of my students! This year, I will be 
incorporating a few new assessments with the seventh and 
eighth grade science students. On Mondays, students will 
receive an article of the week in which they are to read and 
use annotation as they are reading through the article. When 
finished reading and annotating, students will answer the 
question given by including certain criteria stated underneath 
the question. Seventh and eighth grade students may turn in 
these assignments before the due date, Thursday.  Also, at 
the end of the year last year, I incorporated Collin’s Writing 
Assessments, called CW’s, every Thursday. I created a 
question based on the material we learned in the past week 
and also included specific elements that the students needed 
to infuse within their answer.  Therefore, the students can 
expect a Collin’s Writing Assignment each Thursday at the 
beginning of class. Lastly, I will be on maternity leave until mid
-October, therefore, Mr. Howell will be taking over for me
until then. Please, if you have any questions please contact
Mr. Howell until I return.

“The Lady Bug Challenge” – 8th Grade Science 

clues and did various tests on the evidence left at the crime 
scene, while learning about important science skills and 
concepts. After compiling all the evidence, we set up an 
imaginary courtroom scene where a few students 
represented the suspects while the remaining students in the 
class acted as the jury. Members of the jury then took into 
account all the evidence they collected and analyzed along 
with the suspects statements to make their conviction.   

In seventh grade science, we will begin the year by discussing 
the movement of water through all four spheres of the Earth. 
The students learned that the sun is the main source that 
drives the hydrologic cycle, so they did an investigation into 
how important it is to wear sunscreen and which type of 
sunscreen is the best buy!  Students will then be challenged to 
take what they have learned and develop a Haiku Poem, a 
Japanese poem that contains 17 syllables. Finally, the seventh 
grade students will receive more information for the STEM 
Fair once I return from my maternity leave. STEM Fair is set 
for February 21, 2018, so start thinking of some innovative 
and original ideas for improving or creating new inventions! 

Mrs. Kayla Steinemann 

The seventh and eighth graders are off to a great start in 
math!  This year all of the eighth graders are taking algebra 
for high school credit. Some are taking a full year of algebra 
and others are taking algebra A, where they will be taking 
algebra over the course of their eighth grade and freshman 
years.  This is a great opportunity and challenge for our 
students! The seventh graders will be working on pre-algebra 
concepts in addition to the regular curriculum. 

Attitudes about mathematics and confidence in abilities in 
mathematics can have a great influence on success at school. 
Here are tips to help your child have a positive attitude about 
math: 

 Make learning math a positive experience. Don’t talk 
negatively about math to your child—it can lead to “math 
anxiety” (a proven cause of low achievement) 

 Schedule math homework at the same time in a quiet 
location every day. Be available during this time to talk 
with your child. 

 Be relaxed and positive. You are not expected to be an 
expert. You are there to encourage learning. 

 Link math to your child’s daily life. 
 Support homework but don’t do it for them. 
 Talk about math careers and possibilities. 
 Have high expectations. 

Let’s have a great year! 

Ms. Jan Beyke 
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We began the year studying scientific 
inquiry through the Lady Bug Launch 
Challenge. Students were challenged to 
build a device to launch the “lady bug” 1 
meter into a circle with a diameter of 15 
centimeters. The design of the launchers 
were created by the students and then they 
were to build, test, and modify their 
designs.  Finally, the students tested their 
designs one last time for accuracy.  

In eighth grade science, we are starting the year out by 
discussing the earth’s Interior. We are starting the topic by 
looking closely at the layers of the earth, the materials that 
make up each layer, and answering questions such as how do 
we know what the earth is made of. We will then look at how 
scientists have made these discoveries and look at seismic 
waves from earthquakes. The students will then be given the 
challenge to create a three story building with a limited 
amount of supplies that can withstand an earthquake! 

The Case of the Missing 
Millionaire! – 7th Grade Science 

The seventh grade science students 
have been acting as crime lab 
scientists to help solve an 
imaginary mystery. In an effort to 
discover which fictional suspect (or 
suspects) may have committed a 
“crime” at Felix’s beach house, the 
class examined a large variety of 
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SHOUT! 

    Students 
Helping OUT 

The New Bremen Local Middle School Social Studies 
department has a newly formed project called SHOUT! which 
stands for Students Helping OUT.  This has been formed as part 
of our civic duty standard.  The purpose of this project is to 
promote volunteerism and to give our young people an 
opportunity to reach out to others and give back to the 
community.  When students are empowered, they can and do 
make a positive difference in the world in which we live. 

The benefits of students participating in community service are 
many.  Students who volunteer forge bonds with each other as 
well as other members of the community.  Volunteerism can 
lead to an increased care for others and a desire to cooperate 
and get involved in positive ways.  We want our students to 
realize that they can make a difference; they can make the little 
corner of the world where they live just that little bit better  
and, in the process, gain for themselves a sense of pride, 
identity, and a true sense of happiness that comes from giving 
to others. 

Our fifth grade students will be going to the Elmwood 
Community Assisted Living Center to work with residents on 
several activities.  Our sixth graders will be running the safety 
patrol program for New Bremen schools.  In May, our seventh 
grade students will be washing the service vehicles belonging to 
the village of New Bremen and Auglaize County Sheriffs’ 
cruisers. Our eighth graders will be collecting items and writing 
encouraging notes for Joint Township District Memorial 
Hospital’s angel cart. 

You have raised extraordinary kids and we are so excited to 
have them become involved in their community.  If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact Amy Poeppelman at 
amy.poeppelman@newbremenschools.org or (419)629-2373. 

Mrs. Amy Poeppelman 

JUNIOR HIGH ART 

The art students have started off to a great productive 
school year!  Over the summer, we did display artwork at the 
Auglaize County Fair and will also be displaying artwork at the 
upcoming New Bremen Pumpkinfest.  Throughout the school 
year we will have displays on the walls and showcases at the 
junior high as well as a rotating showcase of high school work in 
the commons at the high school building.  The art students 
work hard every day and everyone's support and 
encouragement is always appreciated! 

Mrs. Heather Moeller 
Art Educator 7-12 
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HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

All employers want the following in their employees; to show 
up on time and be visible, to think for themselves, to have the 
specific skills for the job at hand, and to work hard. We want to 
develop those same skills here at NBHS knowing all of us want 
to secure autonomy, competence, and connections while at 
school/work; the autonomy to do our work, to develop the 
competence to do the work at our best level of effort, and to 
have positive connections and relationships with those around 
us. Research has shown that in high school this means you have 
to get involved in something other than the academic 
endeavors available from 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM in order to create 
more connections. Please speak with your child about the many 
clubs, sports, activities and extra-curriculars available to them 
at NBHS and advocate for them to participate in one or several 
as this is what makes the high school experience great.  

The school year is off to a great start! Many athletics, activities, 
and extra-curriculars have our students involved in addition to 
the academics that are underway.  As mentioned above, these 
are a great opportunity to develop the skills needed for future 
employment. We all have greatness inside of us and it takes all 
of the non-cognitive skills to be great; hard-work, courage, self-
discipline. We are all given certain gifts in this life. It’s up to 
each of us to make the most of those gifts. Anything less than 
giving your best is cheating yourself. To be the very best may 
not mean you are number one.  It means you left the very best 
inside of you out there. Let’s set our students up for future 
success by demanding high expectations from the start and 
getting off to a great school year and continuing the traditions 
of the past that have created the success we experience 
regularly here at NBHS. One of those successes includes being 
recently named by US News and World Report as a school in 
the top ten percent of schools, both within the state and 
nationally. NBHS ranked #84 in Ohio out of 866 high schools 
and #1741 in the nation out of over 22,000 high schools, 
earning us a “Silver,” designation for our Advanced Placement, 
proficiency in English and math, and college readiness. 

E+R=0 
Event + Response = Outcome 

Last spring students learned about the R Factor with three 
lessons on R1 (Press Pause/Think), R2 (Get Your Mind Right/
Feel), and R3 (Step Up/Act).  This fall they will learn the final 
three lessons on R4 (Adjust & Adapt/Change), R5 (Make A 
Difference/Relationships), and R6 (Build Skill/Learn). These 
lessons will produce an understanding among students and 
staff that disciplined behavior, which embraces productive 
discomfort, will be a performance accelerator and create a 
culture where everyone does their best. High performing 
cultures are more inclusive by training you in the skills that 
invest in you by caring, believing in, and understanding you 
more.  



The only thing we control is our Response. We do not control 
the Event, nor the Outcome. So FOCUS on your Response. The 
Response is what gives you options. We need more first-
responders, we do not need any more first-reactors. Ask your 
child how they press pause and get their mind right so they 
think and feel with a disciplined response as they develop 
better behavior to step up and act in the moment.  

Mr. Brian Pohl 
High School Principal 

We are off to another great year!  Many seniors are taking the 
ACT one last time, applying to colleges, writing their essays, and 
trying to make decisions about life after high school.  It’s an 
exciting time for many with athletic events, new classes, new 
teachers, and a fresh start! 

There are a few important dates I want to highlight for this fall: 

Tuesday, September 19  ASVAB (all juniors in the AM) 
Friday, September 22  Registration Deadline for October 28  

ACT Test Date (www.actstudent.org) 
Wednesday, October 11 PSAT/NMSQT (National Merit Scholarship 

Qualifying Test is optional for Juniors –  
please send $16.00 check by Monday,  
September 11 made payable to “New  
Bremen Schools” 

Monday, October 30  College Night (for parents and/or students) 
at 6:00 PM in the Auditorium 
Monday, October 30  Financial Aid Night (for parents and/or  
at 7:00 PM students) in the Auditorium 
Tuesday, November 14 Rotary Career Day (for juniors to job shadow) 

Juniors will need to be in the Commons at 
7:20 AM 

Both juniors and seniors have the opportunity to visit with 
college representatives here at NBHS.  Over 15 colleges have 
already scheduled to visit our high school during CPT time this 
fall.  It’s a great way for students to get an overview of a college 
or university and have a point of contact for further questions 
about the college. 

As mentioned above, all juniors will be taking the ASVAB 
(Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) on Tuesday, 
September 19 here at the high school in the morning.  This 
exam includes a career exploration component that tries to link 
students with professions related not only to their interest, but 
also to their academic ability. 

The Financial Aid process went through a major change last 
year, using financial information from the “prior, prior year” 
instead of simply from one year prior to their start at college.  
What this means is that this year’s seniors will use financial 
data from 2016 instead of from 2017, so the financial aid 
application can be (and should be) completed earlier in the 
year.  While I used to offer Financial Aid Night in January, it is 

now being offered in the fall.  This year’s Financial Aid Night is 
set for Monday, October 30 at 7:00 PM during Parent Teacher 
Conferences.  A College Night presentation will be given at 6:00 
PM for those interested, as well.  Please mark your calendars, 
and plan to attend in the high school auditorium! 

Also, just as a reminder, End of Course Retake Exams will begin 
on Thursday, December 5 and will run through the following 
week of school.   

“When you encounter anger, respond with love,  
and you’ll make the anger almost impossible to sustain.”  

--Unknown 

Mrs. Tricia Wendel 
High School Guidance 

 SPANISH DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Spanish I, II and III students are off to a great start! We began 
the second week with a guest speaker from the Blue School and 
UA Maker School of New York, New York.  Erin Hunkemoeller 
helped explained the portfolio procedure and proficiency levels, 
as well as the importance of quality and timeliness.  It was an 
exciting kick-off assembly to begin building proficiency in 
Spanish.  Thank you to all staff who helped make it a success. 

Spanish students are evaluated, in part, using portfolios and 
Can-Do statements established by ACTFL, the American Council 
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages.   Each proficiency  level, 
beginning with Novice  Low in  Spanish I,  has a set of Can-Do 
statements in the areas of Listening, Reading, Writing, 
Speaking, Interpersonal Communication and Interculturality. 
Throughout the year, students complete a variety of activities 
to help build proficiency in each of these areas.  The results of 
these activities and assessments build the skill necessary to 
create a portfolio of their Spanish proficiency.  The portfolio 
process is an excellent way to showcase student progress while 
allowing the students to highlight their strengths and further 
develop critical thinking skills.  We are looking forward to 
another exciting year of Spanish portfolios and proficiency 
building. 
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Ms. Sarah Ross 



The 2017-2018 school year brings new challenges to the 
students in our high school social studies classes. The 
students in our American Government classes and in our 
American History classes have standards that are being 
implemented and tested for this school year. The American 
History classes have 33 standards that they will have to 
master by the end of the school year while the government 
classes have 24 standards that they will have to meet.  These 
challenges come as a result of a Bill passed by the Ohio 
General Assembly to increase the student’s academic levels 
as well as their critical thinking skills. 

The American History and American Government 
examination will consist of two parts:  a performance-based 
assessment (PBA) that will be administered and an end-of-
year (EOY) assessment that will be given near the end of the 
year. (late April-Early May) 

The Performance Based Assessment will cover 22 
standards in American History and 15 standards in American 
Government. The PBA will assess the student’s knowledge of 
material from approximately the first three-quarters of the 
course, as specified in this document. The assessment will 
consist of approximately 12 items worth a total of 20 points. 
It will require students to engage with course content at a 
significant cognitive depth and a meaningful level of analysis.  
The PBA will present a combination of discrete items and 
tasks, or sets of items linked to stimuli that engage 
significant content aligned to the model curriculum. 
Examples of a task stimulus include a set of data tables or 
charts, a simulation or a set of passages or maps, all of which 
are linked by a central theme. The sequence of items 
associated with the stimulus draws the student into deeper 
analysis and interpretation of the source materials than 
might ordinarily be possible in a single item. Each task might 
consist of one or more hand-scored constructed-response 
items or technology-enhanced graphic-response items that 
require the student to construct, rather than select, a 
response. 

The EOY assessment will cover the entire content of the 
course as specified in this document. It will be administered 
as close as possible to the end of the year (after 
approximately 90% of the course has been completed). All 
EOY assessment items will be scored by computer, making 
possible a very quick return of scores. Like the PBA, the EOY 
assessment will contain a combination of item types, but 
approximately 50% of the points on the examination will 
come from selected-response (multiple-choice) items. The 

remainder will be a combination of technology-enhanced 
items (short-answer and graphic-response items).  

Both the PBA and the EOY assessment are fixed forms that 
are administered in an online format. The PBA is different in 
that, in addition to technology-enhanced items (i.e., graphic-
response and short-answer items), it also contains 
constructed-response items that require the student to type 
a response into the computer interface. These items are 
scored by human scorers rather than by computer. The lead 
time needed to score the items means that the PBA must be 
administered approximately three-quarters of the way 
through the year. Outcomes are reported to schools by the 
end of the year. After the student has completed both parts 
of the examination, his or her scores will be combined to 
yield a comprehensive view of the student’s progress. The 
scores are broken into categories of Proficient (700-724), 
Accelerated (725-738), and Advanced (739-780). 

In the 2016-17 school year, the American History class had a 
passage rate of 97% and a scaled score average of 733, while 
the state average was 716. In Government, we had a 
passage rate of 95% and a scaled score average of 726 while 
the state average was 711. 

The students in both our American History and American 
Government classes have been given the standards and 
learning goals and I believe they will meet these 
challenges with much determination and grit. 

In our American History classes, the students have been 
studying the impact of some of America’s most important 
documents that have helped to develop the principles and 
goals of our government and our lives. The following 
documents that they have analyzed are: the Declaration of 
Independence, Articles of Confederation, the Northwest 
Ordinance of 1787, the United States Constitution, and the 
Bill of Rights.  In the upcoming months we will be 
investigating the Industrialization period, Imperialism, 
Progressive Era, World War I, etc. 

In our government classes, we will be studying the origins of 
our representative democracy and the influences on our 
government and an in- depth study on the U.S. constitution, 
which include Popular Sovereignty, limited government, 
checks and balances, federalism, judicial review, and 
Separation of Powers.  

Mr. Craig Griesdorn 
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NEWS IN HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE 

This year is going to be GREAT!!  I can already tell that 
students are interested and ready to learn!  In Physical 
Science, we started out with lab safety and we had Ms. 
Bouffant come in and show the students what (not) to do 
in lab.  They have learned what to do if chemicals get on 
their skin or in their eyes and what happens if that did 
happen.  They have also learned about OSHA and MSDS, 
which I believe many of you know about as well.  Students 
are learning proper measuring techniques and how to carry 
out a scientific investigation to make it valid.   

In Astronomy class, we started the year talking about the 
big solar eclipse and what they saw.  We talked about how 
they occur and why they are so infrequent and take 
different paths.  Did you know there is another one 
scheduled for April of 2024 and its path of totality is in 
Botkins? (That is just a few miles away!) Our young 
astronomers then started understanding the size of our 
universe.  They are continually amazed and awed by the 
size of our universe.  Boy is it big!  This group of students 
are continually asking questions and going beyond the 
required coursework.  Did you know there are over 200 
billion stars in our galaxy and the closest one to us is about 
4.24 light years away?  Astronomers just found a planet 
around that star, Proxima Centauri, that is considered to be 
in the habitable zone.  This is the closest solar system to us 
that has a planet that has the potential for life (and it 
would take roughly 80,000 
years to get there with the 
New Horizons probe). As the 
year progresses, I look 
forward to learning some new 
things as well! 

Finally, Anatomy and Physiology students have started off 
with a ton of new knowledge.  Look for them to come 
home and talk about some of the interesting topics we 
have discussed.  Ask them to show you anatomical position 
or how you determine if a mole is cancerous. 

Mrs. Jennifer Sniegowski 

HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH 

Seniors are hitting the ground running in AP English 
Literature.  Students have already completed summer 
reading, a scholarship essay, practice AP exam writing, and 
student-led discussions.  Up next is AP Boot Camp.  Don't 
worry; it's not as scary as it sounds!  This unit of work 
allows students to begin developing their AP Portfolio as 
they become familiar with AP exam expectations, sharpen 
their literary terms knowledge, and tackle tough text that 
challenges them to think beyond the obvious. 

Seniors in College Prep English have been learning about 
the influence of French and Latin on our language, 
exploring the contributions of the Angles, Saxons, Jutes, 
and Romans, and examining the ancient runic writing 
system.   Through ancient poetry from the Exeter Book, 
they're learning about the difficulties involved in a life at 
sea and the critical role that belonging to a community 
plays in their very survival.   

Look for your students to  be working on college 
application essays later in September.  Both students and 
parents can access resources on our classroom website at 
mrsnewbright.weebly.com (click on AP Eng Lit or CP English 
12 tab) or link through the school website at http://
www.newbremenschools.org/teacherpages.aspx 

Mrs. Theresa Newbright 
Mrs. Jodi Schumm 

Mrs. Jordyn Trabue 

Life Skills I 
This year the students in Life Skills will be exploring various 
topics that relate to life outside the classroom.  We 
have started off the year with our food and nutrition 
unit.  The students have explored kitchen safety, cooking 
terms, and proper cooking techniques to use in labs.  We 
will then explore the MyPlate and serving sizes along with 
portion sizes.  We will also look at the nutrition facts label 
and food label requirements so that they know how many 
nutrients, calories, and fats they are really eating when 
they consume their food.  To finish off the semester we will 
complete a unit on personal development which will 
require the students to do a self assessment activity so that 
they can see their strengths and weaknesses and develop 
goals to make improvements to those weaknesses.   
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Physics is off to a great 
start.  We are excited to 
start building mouse trap 
cars and using them to 
calculate distance, velocity, 
and acceleration. 
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During the second semester, the Life Skills students will 
participate in a unit on Financial Literacy which will consist of 
banking, budgeting, money management, credit, and a real 
life simulation, which will be run in conjunction with the 
Auglaize County OSU Extension Office, that will require the 
students to manage a household given a monthly income.  To 
complete this simulation, the students will be given a gross 
income and from that income they will find their net income 
after all taxes and deductions are removed.  They will also 
complete a sewing unit where they will learn how to sew on a 
button, sew up a hole, and put a hem back into their 
garment.  The students will also learn how to use a sewing 
machine and they will complete a sewing project using the 
sewing machine.   

We are off to a good start this year and I am excited to see 
the growth that these students will make throughout the 
year. 

Mrs. Cresta Ritter 
HS Family and Consumer Science Teacher 

GET ON YOUR FEET -  A MUSICAL REVIEW! 

The New Bremen High School Choir's first performance of the 
2017-2018 school year will be held on Saturday, October 28, 
2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the James F. Dicke Auditorium. This 
performance, "Get on Your Feet", will feature music from 
Broadway musicals including The Addams Family, The Lion 
King, Newsies, Get on Your Feet (The story of Gloria Estefan) 
and many others. Our high school choir students will be 
performing in large group production numbers, small 
ensembles and as featured soloists. Tickets for this 
performance can be purchased from any high school choir 
member or by contacting director Patricia Ruckman at 
patty.ruckman@newbremenschools.org. Please mark your 
calendars and plan on attending "Get on Your Feet" this 
coming October 28th.  

NBHS STUDENTS TO PERFORM WITH 2018 ALL-STATE CHOIR 
Congratulations to junior Alberto Benitez and sophomore 
Sean LaFleur on being selected for the Ohio Music Education 
Association's 2018 All-State Choir.  These two students will be 
representing New Bremen at the 2018 OMEA Professional 
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vocal exercise and Class A tenor solo. Audio auditions were 
submitted this past May and students were notified in late 
August of their acceptance. Being selected for this ensemble 
is quite an honor.   Way to go Alberto and Sean! 

All seventh and eighth grade students will again be rotating 
through Junior High Choir Enrichment. This 9 week 
experience can spark an interest and desire to sing and 
participate in the choir program at the high school level. Each 
9 week's rotation will be performing for their junior high 
peers at the end of each quarter; parents are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. Additionally, the junior high 
enrichment students will be performing for November's 
Veteran's Day Assembly. 

 Upcoming Dates for High School Choir 

Monday, September 11, 2017 
Scott Lang Leadership Workshop 
Ohio North University  4:00 PM  -  9:00 PM (Optional) 

Sunday, October 8, 2017  -  Monday, October 9, 2017 
Mad River Vocal Art’s Festival  -  Wright State 
University, Dayton  (Optional) 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 
Musical Review DRESS REHEARSAL 
6:00 PM  -  9:00 PM  H. S. Auditorium 

Monday, October 16, 2017  -  Monday, October 30, 2017 
Butterbraid Fundraiser 

Friday, October 27, 2017 
Musical Review Student Performance 
1:00 PM  H. S. Auditorium  (Required) 

Saturday, October 28, 2017 
Musical Review Performance 
7:30 PM  H. S. Auditorium  (Required) 

Thursday, November 9, 2017 
Butterbraid Delivery 

Monday, November 13, 2017 
Disney Trip Meeting  (Required) 
7:00 PM  H. S. Auditorium 

Friday, November 17, 2017  -  Wednesday, November 22, 2017 
Disney Trip !!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Mrs. Patty Ruckman 
Choir Director 
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Hello Cardinal fans, 

The 2017-2018 athletic school season is off to a very good 
start! The number of athletes participating in high school 
fall sports has increased from 119 last year to 143 this year 
and from 85 last year to 91 this year in the junior high. 

Reminder that we will be selling presale tickets for football 
and boys’ basketball this year from 8:00 AM until 4:00 PM 
Monday – Thursday (if tickets are available) and on Friday 
from 7:45 AM until 8:15 AM at the junior high and from 
8:30 AM until 3:00 PM at the high school. Pre-sale tickets 
will be $6 for adults and $4 for students.  All tickets at MAC 
football and boys’ basketball contests will be $7 at the 
door. 

Important Dates: 
 Homecoming 9/22 vs. Parkway 
 Senior Nights: Volleyball 10/5 vs. Parkway; all other fall 

sports 10/20 vs. Ft. Recovery 
 Cardinal Jets 10/6 vs. Marion Local 
 MAC fall banquet 11/6 at 7:00 PM at Coldwater 
 New Bremen fall sports program 11/7 at 7:00 PM 
 Football tournament dates 11/3, 11/10, 11/17, 11/24 

and state is 11/30 - 12/2 
 Volleyball tournament dates 10/17 & 10/19, 10/24 & 

10/26, 11/2 & 11/4 and state 11/9 - 11/11 
 Cross Country tournament dates 10/21, 10/28 and 

state 11/4 
 Boys’ golf tournament dates 9/28, 10/5 and state 

10/13 – 10/14 
 Girls’ golf tournament dates 9/26, 10/2 and state 

10/13 – 10/14 
 Winter OHSAA parent meeting 10/31 at 7:00 PM 
 Winter Media day/pictures 11/14 at 3:00 PM, girls’ 

varsity basketball team picture and coaches group will 
be on 11/13 at 3:15 PM 

The student athletes, coaches, and Athletic Department 
would like to thank all of the community members for their 
support now and in the future. 

#WeAreCardinals 
Mr. Gary Jones 

Athletic Director 
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New Bremen School is enrolled in the Kroger 
Community Rewards Program. Through this program, 
Kroger contributes dollars to eligible Non-Profit 
Organizations based upon eligible purchases.  Eligible 
purchases are those made at any Cincinnati Division 
Kroger Food Store by an eligible participant (Kroger 
Plus cardholder) who presents their Kroger Plus Card 
at the time of purchase.  

Any Kroger Plus Cardholder can designate New 
Bremen Local Schools as their Community Reward 
recipient. Simply login to your Kroger Plus account, 
and click on “Enroll” beneath the Community Rewards 
section. Kroger Plus cardholders enrolling in 
Community Rewards will continue to receive all the 
benefits of their card (i.e. fuel points, etc.), but will 
also help New Bremen Schools to earn dollars 
donated to our school. 

As a reminder, New Bremen Schools and the Cardinal 
Pride Parent Organization also participate in Box Tops 
for Education, IGA Hometown Label Saver, and Coke 
Rewards. It is through the generosity of these 
programs that our school is able to purchase 
additional items such as playground equipment, 
technology items to enhance student learning (i.e. 
video cameras), as well as other activities like Family 
Reading Night that provide extended educational 
value to our children. Box Tops, Campbells and IGA 
labels, as well as Coke Reward bottle caps can be 
turned in to school where we collect them and submit 
to the sponsoring company in exchange for these 
donated dollars. 

A big “Thank You” to all members of our community 
who support our school with these activities! 

Mrs. Becky Eyink 
Elementary Secretary 

KROGER 
COMMUNITY 

REWARDS 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         

       

       

       

         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
   

 

   
 
 
 
 

   FB - Mississinawa 
Valley  (A)  7:30 
 

1 CC - Treaty City 
Invitational Greenville 
(A)   9:30  

 
VB  -  Jackson Center (H)  10:00 
 
B Golf  -  Versailles Inv. 
(A)  8:00 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 LABOR DAY - 
 

NO 
4 JH VB  -  Marion Local 

(A)  5:00 
 
VB  -  St. Marys 
Memorial  (A)  5:30 
 
FR FB  -  St. Henry 
(H)  6:00 
 

 
 
 

 

5 Josten’s Senior 
Graduation Orders  -  
Community Room 
11:30 
 
Athletic Booster Meeting  -  
6:30 PM Community Room  
 
 
 

6 Magnified Giving - 
NPO Service Fair 
11:00  -  12:00  HS Gym 
 

JH VB - St. Henry   
(A)  5:00 
 

VB  -  Marion Local (H)  5:30 
 

B Golf  -  Parkway (H)  4:30  
 

G Golf  -  Parkway  (A)  4:30 
 

JH FB  -  St. Henry  (A)  5:00 
 

7 FB  -  St. Henry 
(H)  7:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 ACT Test Date 
 

CC  -  Bearcat 
Invitational 
Spencerville  9:00 AM 
 

JV FB  -  St. Henry 
(A) 10:00 
 

JV VB  -  Cardinal Invite 
(H)  9:00 
 

 
B JV Golf   -  Ft. Loramie (H)  8:00 

9 

 
 10 Scholastic Match  -  NB 

vs. St. Henry  (A) 4:00 
 

Cardinal Pride Meeting   
7:00 PM   Elem. Library 
 

B Golf - Delphos St. John  
(A) 4:30 
 

G Golf - Delphos  (H)  4:30 
 

FR FB  -  Wapakoneta  (A)  6:00 
 

11 HS Faculty Meeting  
7:15 AM 
 
JH VB  -  Ft. Recovery 
(H) 5:00  
 
VB - Lincolnview  (H)  5:30 
 
G Golf  -  Riverside   
(H) 4:30 

12 5-8  Faculty Meeting 
7:15 AM 
 
K-4  Faculty Meeting  3:15  
 
School Board Meeting 
Community Room 
7:00 PM 
 

13 G Golf  - St. Henry   
(H)  4:30 
 
B Golf  -  St. Henry  (A)  4:00 
 
JH FB  -  Anna  (H)  5:00 
 
VB  -  Ft. Recovery  (A)  5:30 
 
 
 

14 Gr. 9-12 Student 
Picture Day  8:05  
(Staff Pictures 7:45) 
 

K-8 Student Picture Day  
8:15 AM 

 

Interims 

 

FB  -  Anna  (A)  7:30 
 

15 CC - Eaton 
Invitational 
(A) 8:30 
 

JV FB - Anna  (H)  10:00 
 

VB - Anna  (A)  10:00 
 

B Golf  -  Jordan Moeller Inv. 
(A)  8:30 
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17 Scholastic Match  -  NB 
vs. Coldwater (H)  4:00 
 
FR FB  -  Parkway 
(H)  5:00 

18 ASVAB Testing  -  
8:10   All Juniors - 
Commons 
 
JH VB - Minster  (A)  5:00 
 
VB  -  Minster (H)  5:30 
 
 
 

19  
  20 Brukner Field Trip 

Gr. 5   
 
JH FB  -  Parkway      (A)  5:00 
 
JH VB  -  New Knoxville   
(H)  5:00 
 
VB  -  New Knoxville  (A)  5:30 
 
G Golf  -  Versailles  (A)  4:30 

21 Brukner Field Trip 
Gr. 5   
 
Homecoming Pre-Game 
Activities  7:00 
 
FB  -  Parkway  (H)  7:30 
 
 

22 
MAC B Golf Tournament 
Mercer Cty. Elks Golf 
Club   (A)    8:30 

 

MAC G Golf Tournament  
Stillwater Valley Golf Club (A) 8:30  

 

JV FB  -  Parkway  (A)  10:00  

 

CC  -  West Liberty Salem Invite  
(A)  10:00  

 

VB  -  Troy/Monroeville Tri Match 
(H)  10:00 
 
 

Homecoming Dance  8:30 - 11:00  
Commons Area   

23 

 

 
 
 
 
 

24 
Brukner Field Trip 
Gr. 5   
 

Scholastic Match  -  NB 
vs. Marion Local (A)  4:00 
 

FR FB  -  Delphos St. John 
(A) 5:00 
 

JH VB  -  Wapakoneta  (H) 5:00 
 

Cardinal Music Booster Meeting -  
Community Room  7:00 PM 
 
Spanish Club Fundraiser Begins 

25 Kindergarten Project 
Ease   6:30 PM 
 
JH VB  -  Coldwater  
(A)  5:00 
 
 
 

26 NHS Induction 
Ceremony 
Auditorium 
6:30 

27 CC  -  Cardinal CC 
Meet  (H)  4:30 
 

JH FB  - Delphos St. 
John  (H)  5:00 
 

VB - Coldwater  (H)  5:30 
 

JH VB - Celina  (A) 5:00  
 

28 FB  -  Delphos St. 
John 
(A)  7:30 
 
 

29 
Cardinal Marching 
Band Invitational  (H)  
TBA 
 
JV FB  -  Delphos St. John 
(H) 10:00 
 
JH VB  -  Waynesfield Goshen 
(A) 10:00 
 
VB  -  Van Wert Invite  (A)  9:00 

30 

2017 2017 
 

Calendar dates and times are subject to change.  Please check the school 
website www.newbremenschools.org or www.arbiterlive.com for the most up
-to-date information on sporting events. September 

1995 

                                                  October 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

         

       

 
 
      

       

         

Band  -  Oktoberfest 
Parade 

Kg. Field Trip to 
Brumbaugh 
 
Scholastic Match  -  NB vs. 
Versailles (H)  4:00 
 
FR FB  -  Marion Local 
(H)  5:00 
 
 

1 2 Honda 
Manufacturing Day 
 
JH VB  -  Parkway 
(A) 5:00 
 
VB  -  Lehman Catholic   
(A)  5:30 

3 Athletic Booster 
Meeting - 
Community Room  
6:30 
 
MAC Executive Meeting - 
Coldwater 12:00 

4 Coed CC  -  Coldwater 
Lions Invitational   
(A)  4:45 
 

JH VB  -  Delphos St. John’s 
(H)  5:00 
 

VB  -  Parkway (H)  5:30 
Sr. Night 
 

JH FB  -  Marion Local 
(A)  5:00 

5 Crown Mfg. Day for 
All Sophomores 
 
Spanish Club Fundraiser Ends 
 
FB  -  Marion Local 
(H)   7:30  

6 SAT Test Date 
 
 
JV FB  -  Marion Local  (A)  
10:00 
 
Band - Versailles Competition  
(A)  TBA  

7 

Lock One 
Performance  -  
Maureen McGovern 
& Michael Shirtz  
“We Will Arise” 
Auditorium  3:00 PM 
 
FFA Hog Roast  -  Commons 
11:00  -  2:00 

8 Scholastic Match  -  
NB vs. Parkway  (H)  
4:00 
 
FR FB  -  Minster 
(A)  5:00 
 
FFA Meeting - Ag Room   
8:00 PM  
 

9 HS Faculty Meeting 
7:15  
 
JH VB  -  St. Henry 
(H)  5:00 
 
VB  -  Delphos St. John 
(A)  5:30  
 
 
 

10 5-8   Faculty Meeting 
7:15 AM 
 
 

K-4  Faculty Meeting  
3:15  
 

PSAT Test  -  Most Jrs. - 
Some Sophomores  $16 
 

School Board Meeting  -   
Community Room  7:00 PM 
 
 

11 FFA Fruit Sales Begin 
 
Sports Medicine Clinic  
Auditorium  5:30 PM 
 
JH FB - Minster (H)  5:00 
 
VB - St. Henry  (A)  5:30 

12 NO SCHOOL - 
 

TEACHER  
IN -SERVICE DAY 
 
Fall Choir Review Rehearsal  and 
Set Up  - Auditorium 
10:00 - 1:00 
 
FB - Minster  (A) 7:30 

13 Band  -  Buckeye 
Invitational  (A)  TBA 
 
JV FB  - Minster 
(H) 10:00 
 
CC  -  MAC League CC 
Tournament  (A)  9:00 

14 

 
 15 11 8th Gr. Washington 

DC Trip 
 

 
 
 

17 8th Gr. Washington 
DC Trip 
 
World Youth Day  -  HS Gym & 
Auditorium  6:30  - 8:30 PM  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

18 8th Gr. Washington 
DC Trip 
 
 

 

19 8th Gr. Washington 
DC Trip 
 
FB  -  Ft. Recovery 
(H) 7:30 
Sr. Night 
 
 

20 Band  -  Marion 
Local Competition  
(A)   TBA 
 
JV FB  Ft. Recovery 
(A)  10:00 
 
 

21 

 
 22 End of First Nine 

Weeks 
 
Scholastic Match  -  
NB vs.  Ft. Recovery (H)  4:00 
 
JV FB  -  Versailles  (A)  5:00 
 
Cardinal Music Booster Meeting-  
Community Rm.  7:00 
 

23  
 24 National FFA 

Convention  
 

25 National FFA 
Convention 
 
Fall Choir Review Dress 
Rehearsal - Auditorium 
6:00 - 10:00 
  
 

26 National FFA 
Convention  
 
Fall Choir Review  - Student 
Performance - Auditorium 
1:00 - 3:00 
 
FB  -  Versailles  (A)  7:30 
  

27 National FFA 
Convention  
 
ACT Test Date 
 
State Marching Band Finals  
(A)  TBA 
 
Fall Choir Review - 
Auditorium  7:30 PM 

28 

State Marching Band 
Finals  (A)  TBA 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

29 Early Dismissal at 2:00   

S-P-T Conferences 
4:30 - 8:00 
 

Picture Retake Day 
Elem./MS  8:15 AM 
HS  9:45 AM 
 

Choir Butterbraid Fundraiser Ends  
 

Scholastic Match  -  NB vs.  Minster  
(A)  4:00 
 

Grade Cards Distributed K-12 
 

College Night and Financial Aid Info.  

30 OHSAA Parent 
Meeting - 
Auditorium   
7:00  -  8:00 PM 
 

 

31  
 
 
 

  
  

 

   
 
 

 

2017 2017 

8th Gr. Washington 
DC Trip 
 
Choir Butterbraid Fundraiser 
Begins 
 
FR FB  -  Ft. Recovery 
(H)  5:00 
 
MAC VB Coaches Meeting 
Coldwater  -  8:00 

16 

 

Calendar dates and times are subject to change.  Please check the school 
website www.newbremenschools.org or www.arbiterlive.com for the most up-
to-date information on sporting events. 

Information regarding College Night and Financial Aid Night to be held on 
Monday, October 30, 2017.   
 

College Night  -   For HS students and parents in HS Library 
  Time:  6:00  
 

Financial Aid  - For Juniors, Seniors, and Parents in Auditorium 
Night  Time:  7:00   
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KINDERGARTEN CLINIC SCREENING 

The annual Kindergarten Clinic Screening will be held in the elementary library on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, April 3rd and 4th. Children eligible for admission to kindergarten next fall are 
required to attend.  Children must be five years of age on or before August 1, 2018, in order to 
enter.   

Children and parents attending the screening clinic will be met by a number of people, all of 
whom are taking part in the Kindergarten Assessment Program.  We remind everyone that 
parents and children will be spending at least 1 1/2 hours with us at the clinic.  If at all 
possible, it is best if younger and/or other children do not accompany the preschooler and his/
her parents to the clinic. 

In order to provide an efficient clinic, appointment times will be set up at intervals.  Being on 
time is very important if we are to keep the clinic running smoothly.  Parents of children 
registered for kindergarten will receive a letter indicating their appointment date and time.  
Appointment letters will be mailed out sometime in January. 

Parents are reminded to bring their child's Birth Certificate, Social Security Card, 
Immunization Record and Custody Papers (if divorced) when attending the clinic.  In 
accordance with state law, all children must have the following immunizations before entering 
school: 

DTP - 4 or more doses-Booster after age 4 
POLIO  -  Injectable and oral combination - 4 or more doses 

 All oral doses or all injectable - 3 or more doses. 
     One dose must be given after 4 years of age. 

MMR - 2 doses after 1 year of age and at least 28 days apart 
HEPATITIS B - 3 doses with 3rd on or after 24 weeks of age (Recommended for all 0-18 years 

     olds.) 
VARICELLA - 2 doses after 1 year of age unless child has had disease (chicken pox) 

Parking for the clinic will be available on Plum Street.  Please use the elementary entrance. 
Thank you for your cooperation. 

Mrs. Lisa Steinke 
School Nurse 
Mrs. Diane Kramer 
K-8 Principal
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Check out our website at:
www.newbremenschools.org


